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Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine Professor Receives
Prestigious Designation by the American Cancer Society

Cleveland - Kurt C. Stange, M.D., Ph.D., Professor of Family Medicine, Epidemiology &
Biostatistics, and Sociology and Oncology at Case Western Reserve University and Associate
Director of the Case Comprehensive Cancer Center, has been named an American Cancer Society
Clinical Research Professor. The honor includes a five-year, $400,000 renewable grant to further Dr.
Stange’s innovative research in the interface between primary care, specialty care, health care

systems and community groups and agencies.

Dr. Stange becomes a member in the elite group of 11 American Cancer Society Clinical Research
Professors. “With its Clinical Research Professorship, the ACS recognizes established
investigators in mid-career who have made seminal contributions that have changed the direction
of clinical, psychosocial, behavioral, health policy or epidemiologic cancer research. The caliber
of scientists receiving this award is unsurpassed, as exemplified by the naming of Dr. Stange,"

said John Stevens, MD, Vice President for Extramural Grants for the American Cancer Society.



Building on his and colleagues’ prior studies, Dr. Stange will use the flexible grant to support work
to identify emerging models that enable personalized, integrated care from prevention to early

detection, treatment and cancer survivorship.

“The Professorship provides an opportunity to discover how health care can be made to work better,
by studying exemplars — innovators who have found a better way. We will study and tell the story of
innovative practices and their affiliated health care systems and community partners,” said Dr.
Stange. “We use comparative case studies to discover overarching lessons from innovative
approaches at local medical practices, particularly in the area of cancer prevention and early
detection, and then implement them in many other medical practices. Our goal is to transform health

care in a practical way, for all Americans.”

Dr. Stange, who has served as Associate Director for Prevention Research at the Case
Comprehensive Cancer Center, credits the American Cancer Society, his colleagues in the Case
Comprehensive Cancer Center and the multi-site Center for Research in Family Medicine and

Primary Care, for making this opportunity possible.

“This work is highly collaborative. Clinicians, their patients and practice partners in our
participating practice-based research networks have played key roles in helping to understand how
healthcare and health can be enhanced in the real world,” Dr. Stange said. “The American Cancer
Society is making a strong commitment not only to cancer, but to understanding and improving the
primary care and health care system infrastructure that is needed for equitable, sustainable,

personalized high quality health care.”

The highly competitive award was one of only two given to over 30 Ohio-based physician applicants.
“It was a joy to meet with the review group who interviewed the entire Department of Family
Medicine during the evaluation of Dr. Stange. They could not have been more pleased with his
accomplishments in the area of cancer prevention,” stated Stan Gerson, MD, Director of the Case
Comprehensive Cancer Center and the Ireland Cancer Center of University Hospitals Case Medical

Center.



“We are proud of Dr. Stange’s achievements and his scholarly work in advancing the prevention
and population-based science of cancer. This is the first time a primary care physician has
received this prestigious award from the American Cancer Society. “We are thrilled that Dr.
Stange has the support of the ACS to advance his research. He is an outstanding investigator who
has energized the entire department,” said George Kikano, MD, CPE, Professor and Chairman,
Department of Family Medicine, Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine and

University Hospitals Case Medical Center.
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About Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine

Founded in 1843, Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine is the largest medical research institution in
Ohio and 12th largest among the nation’s medical schools for research funding from the National Institutes of
Health. Eleven Nobel Laureates have been affiliated with the school.

The School of Medicine is recognized throughout the international medical community for outstanding
achievements in teaching and in 2002, became the third medical school in history to receive a pre-eminent review
from the national body responsible for accrediting the nation’s academic medical institutions. The School’s

innovative and pioneering Western Reserves curriculum interweaves four themes--research and scholarship, clinical
mastery, leadership, and civic professionalism--to prepare students for the practice of evidence-based medicine in
the rapidly changing health care environment of the 21% century. Annually, the School of Medicine trains more than
600 M.D. and M.D./Ph.D. students and ranks in the top 25 among U.S. research-oriented medical schools as
designated by U.S. News and World Report Guide to Graduate Education.

The School of Medicine’s primary clinical affiliate is University Hospitals Case Medical Center and is additionally
affiliated with MetroHealth Medical Center, the Louis Stokes Cleveland Department of Veterans Affairs Medical
Center, and the Cleveland Clinic Foundation, with which it established the Cleveland Clinic Lerner College of
Medicine of Case Western Reserve University in 2002. http://casemed.case.edu




